PC(USA) apology to Native Alaskans

I saw him, the last eagle.

Someone pointed, and for a moment
We were all still.

A breeze suddenly touched us,

And in that moment my heart sank,
For someone I knew.

I think, despite hope, we all knew
So we stood there, silently.

At last, together.

I was there in the crowd

When the dancers stopped dancing
And the singers forgot the words.

A group of children played tag.

While an old man sat outside the circle
In his blue, foldout chair

Trying hard to hide his tears.

I didn't realize until then

How much they had taken...

How much we had let them take.

By Noahvose

In the Confession of 1967 it states: '"Congregations, individuals, or groups of
Christians who exclude, dominate, or patronize their fellowmen, however
subtly, resist the Spirit of God and bring contempt on the faith which they
profess."

It would have been good if that Confession had been written in 1867 instead of
1967. It would have been good if the Presbyterian Church had understood
that the church was in contempt of its own proclaimed faith when our
missionaries came to North Slope to bring the Gospel. The church judged
when it should have listened. The church declared traditions to be sinful
without trying to understand them. The church named ignorance without
ever learning the Native Alaskan wisdom.



The action of the General Assembly says: '"In our zeal to tell you of the Good
News of Jesus Christ, our hearts and minds were closed to the value of your
epistemologies and lifeways... We should have affirmed the commonality
between your spirituality and our understanding that God's sovereignty
extends the length from East to West, with breath from North to South, with
depth throughout the Earth, and with height throughout the Sky and
Heavens."

As a church we declare that the family is a sacred bond and we pledge at infant
baptisms to raise children as a community, yet we tore your children away
from you and raised them as white Europeans.

As a church we Presbyterians say we like things done decently and in order, yet
we took away all the guideposts of your life and left you without compass
points in your own land.

As a church we condemned you getting your living from the sea yet did not the
disciples fish?

As a church that had never survived an Alaskan winter, we thought we knew how
to tell you to live.

As the Stated Clerk of the 222" General Assembly that met in Portland, Oregon I
have come to offer an apology on behalf of the whole Presbyterian Church
(USA). It has taken us too long to get to this apology. Many of your people
who deserve the apology the most, are gone. But late though it may be it is a
sincere and humble apology that I give to you today.

May God have mercy on us, may Christ have mercy on us, may God have mercy
on us.

And now may a new chapter begin.



Presbyterian Church-gum ugaluni ganutun killukuanatilaaqgtin IAupianiffiun
Alaska-m

Tautukkiga, aqullig tinmiagpak.

Ifuk tikkuagman, tavra sivikitchuamik

Aulanaiqsugut.

Tavranatchiaq anugsraam aksikkaatigut,

Aasii tainnagman uummatiga kataktuatun piuq,

Pisigivlugu ifuk ilisimaraga.

Atautchimugataqtut.

llauruanaa katinnaruani ifiugni

Anayuruat anayunaigmata

Atugtit piigugmatigik atuutim uqalunich.

Migfigtut anugauraqtut.

Anayuqaksraq aquppiuqtuaqtillugu katinnaruat avataanni
Aquppivluni sunauraaqtuami imuragaallaruami aquppiutami
Quilvidi tautuktitchailiviugich.

Qanigsivaalluktuna, ilitchugivaalluktuna tavra

Qanutun manimmilgutilaanat...

Qanutun manimmipkanatilaanich.

Noahvose-gum aglaani

Anaayyuvipta Confession of 1967-nanni inna ugalugaqtuq: "Anaayyuviich,
iAugruiifiat, naagga atautchimukfutin ukpigtuat, ilautqunitpatigik,
anmuksrugpatigik, naagga pisuiligagtugich ifuuniagatitin, sukun
mikigaluagtuakun, tainna pikamin akuqtunitkaat llitqusigiksuana
Kaatim aasii supasaginaigsittugu ukpigutiktin pautagiuragniallaan."

Nakuunianagaluagqtuaq taamna Confession savaaginakparrun 1867-mi,
1967-minilaaq. Nakuunianagaluagtuaq anaayyuvikput Presbyterian
Church, kanigsinagumin ganutun anaayyuvium maliguanaisilaanich
ukpigutinmin sivunini, tamauna anaayyuligsit gaikamin North Slope-
mun uqalugiksuat gaggisikamisigik. Anaayyuvikput isivgiun



sivulliginagaat, naalagniruksrakkaluaq. Anaayyuvium
piluusigirigunagai lfiupiat ifiuuniagninich kanigsifiuragaluagnagich.
Anaayyuvium saannagaa kaniqsisaiffiq ilinfiiuragaluagnagich lfiupiat
ilisimmataat.

Savaagikkanaat General Assembly-kut inna ugalugaqtuq:
“Ugausigisukpaittfugich Uqgalugiksuat Jesus Christ-kun, uummativut
isummativut agmanitkivut ganutun pigpagnaqtilaanich ilisimmatiksi
kimun savaaginatilaaqgsi suli ilisimmatiksi iluuniagnikun
giiyanaqtuami nunami. Nalunaigayagnikkagpuut qanutun atitilaanak
ukpiqqutivsi ilitqusinatigun ifiuuniagvivsilu suli kanigsisikput Kaatim
suannataagun pituutaitchuaq taktilaana gavannamifi uanmun
siliktilaana unannamif taununanmun, ititilaana tavlikfugu nunakput,
aasii qutchiksilaana silaptignifi gilagmunaglaan”.

Anaayyuviuvluta ugausigigikput ganutun anayuqaagiich
atautchimiitchuksrautilaanich aasiiptauq unigsuqtinammiugut
paptaiqaptigik migfiqtut ifukkuksaisuktugich nunaaqqiuluta, aglaan

Anaayyuvikput Presbyterian-guvluni uqaguurugut savaagqagamin
pilluatapiaglugich savaagitqusuugaich, aglaan tavra pautanich
ifuuniagvivsi piiyanagivut, sugnamugniaqtilaagsi ifiuunivsifii
nalupginagsiviugu.

Anaayyuviuvluta anuniagnigsi tagiumi pilugiqpanagikput aglaan
ilitchitqurat iqalunianaitpat?

Anaayyuviuvluta Alaskam ukiugruanani inuunianaitkaluannapta,
ilisimanasugivluta isumminarugut, ‘inna ifluuniaqsaqtusi’.

Stated Clerk-guvluna 222" General Assembly-kunnun kasimammata
Portland, Oregon-mi, uvva gairuna ugausigisuktugu ganutun
killukuanatilaaqgput anaayyuviuvluta Presbyterian Church (USA).



Ugaluich ganutun killukuanatilaagput gaisaksrautikkaluavut
ganasaaq qaitpaallukkivut. Imma ilauraavsi
quviasuutiginiagaluaqtanat tainnasiq ugaluk, ilauraasi piinarut.
Kinugautchinagaluaqgtillugich tavra tamatkua uqaluich qaitkitka
anagapak.

Kaatiptatuq nagligilisigut, Atanipta Kurais nagligilisigut, Kaatipta
nagligilisigut.

Aasii tavrannaaglaan isagutitqiksa.



