PRESBYTERY OF YUKON



Comparison of Proposed Amendments to the Standing Rules to Current Provisions

Article X:  Commissioners to General Assembly and Synod

(Additions/changes are underlined; deletions marked with a strikethrough.)


PROPOSED
CURRENT PROVISIONS

	10.1.
Commissioners to General Assembly
10.1.1
Teaching elder
10.1.1a     The Nominating Committee shall be guided in nominating commissioners to General Assembly by consideration of who can best represent the Presbytery to the GA by advocating for churches and congregations without regard to their particular congregation or area of service.  
10.1.1b    The principal commissioner and the one alternate commissioner are elected from different congregations or areas of service, including Honorably Retired.  
10.1.1c     The Nominating Committee shall strive over time, to nominate commissioners who are representative of the gender, ethnic, and age diversity of the Presbytery.  
10.1.1d     Other nominations are permitted from the floor. 

10.1.1e    The commissioner shall have been active at a majority of the stated meetings of the presbytery for at least two previous years prior to their election, and must reside within the bounds of the presbytery.
10.1.1f     For election of the teaching elder commissioner to General Assembly, the Stated Clerk shall keep for the Nominating Committee of Presbytery a record of teaching elder commissioners who have been elected to the past five GA’s.  
10.1.1g     At least every other GA, the elected Teaching Elder must be serving in active parish ministry.

	10.1.1.Teaching Elder

10.1.2.b     The Nominating Committee shall be guided in nominating commissioners to General Assembly by a rotation system based upon the date each teaching elder last attended General Assembly as a commissioner, or each teaching elder’s ordination date, whichever is closest to the present.
10.1.3.c     Other nominations are permitted from the floor.
10.1.6f     Those teaching elders eligible for the rotation system shall be active members of Presbytery for the past two years by the time they would attend General Assembly or Synod, and be regular in attendance at Presbytery meetings.  “Regular attendance” is defined as follows:  having attended 50% of the Stated meetings within the last two years of election and at least one stated meeting in the last year; shall be in attendance for both days of the stated meeting. Any absences must be excused.  The Presbytery Leadership Team has the authority to grant waivers.
10.1.7g     Commissioners to the . . . and General Assembly shall be living within the bounds of Presbytery at the time of the meetings to which they are elected.

10.1.1.a     For election of the teaching elder commissioner to General Assembly or Synod, the Stated Clerk shall keep for the Nominations Committee of Presbytery, two rolls for teaching elders of Presbytery.  One roll with dates of their ordination and their attendance as commissioner to General Assembly as a member of any presbytery; . . .
10.1.5.e     Teaching elders not serving as pastors of churches shall not be elected to two consecutive General Assemblies.
10.1.4.d     Teaching elders transferring from other denominations become eligible to join the rotation after they have taken training in Presbyterian polity.
10.1.7g     Synod and General Assembly commissioners shall be elected at the Fall Stated Meeting.  
10.1.8h     A teaching elder commissioner to the General Assembly or Synod who elects not to attend the year he or she is eligible will be eligible the following year.  He or she shall be placed at the end of the list if he or she then refused election or does not attend when elected.
10.1.9i     A teaching elder commissioner shall attend the Fall Stated Meeting of Presbytery for the election, and the Stated Fall Meeting following the General Assembly or Synod he or she attended, and a report shall be given to the Presbytery.  Exceptions shall be cleared with the Presbytery Leadership Team prior to the meeting.


	10.1.2
Ruling Elder [Commissioner to GA]

10.1.2a    The Nominating Committee shall be guided in nominating commissioners to General Assembly by a rotation system based on the date of each church’s organization or the last date the church provided a commissioner to General Assembly, whichever is closest to the present.

10.1.2b     For election of the ruling elder commissioner to General Assembly, the Stated Clerk shall keep a roll listing the organization date of each church in the Presbytery, the date each church provided a commissioner to General Assembly, and the name of the commissioner who attended General Assembly.
10.1.2c     The principal commissioner and the one alternate commissioner are elected from different congregations.  The church whose turn it is to nominate the ruling elder commissioner will nominate a ruling elder as principal.  The alternate will be from the next congregation in rotation.  Other nominations are permitted from the floor.

10.1.2d     The church session, rather than the Presbytery Nominating Committee, will decide which ruling elder in active ministry in a particular congregation is best qualified.  Names should be submitted to the Nominating Committee.

10.1.2e     Churches who do not present the name of a ruling elder for election as commissioner for two years, or whose elected ruling elder did not attend will drop to the end of the rotation system.


	10.2.2
Ruling Elders [Commissioner to GA]

10.2.2.b.     The Nominating Committee shall be guided in nominating commissioners to General Assembly by a rotation system based on the date of each church’s organization or the last date the church provided a commissioner to General Assembly, whichever is closest to the present.
10.2.1.a.     For election of the ruling elder commissioner to General Assembly or Synod, the Stated Clerk shall keep two rolls of churches.  One roll listing the organization date of each church in the Presbytery, the date each church provided a commissioner to General Assembly, and the name of the commissioner who attended General Assembly; the other roll . . . 
10.2.3.c.     The principal commissioner and the one alternate commissioner are elected from different congregations.  The church whose turn it is to nominate the ruling elder commissioner will nominate ruling elder as principal.  The alternate will be from the next congregation in rotation.  Other nominations are permitted from the floor.
10.2.4.d.     The church session, rather than the Presbytery Nominating Committee, will decide which ruling elder in active ministry in a particular congregation is best qualified.  Names should be submitted to the Nominating Committee along with a statement of the elder’s qualifications in writing.
10.2.5.e.     . . . A ruling elder nominated by his or her session as commissioner should attend the Stated Presbytery Meeting following the General Assembly or . . . he or she attended, to present an oral report.  A report is required, and exceptions shall be cleared with the Presbytery Leadership Team prior to the meeting.
10.2.6.f.     Churches who do not present the name of a ruling elder for election as commissioner for two years, or whose elected ruling elder did not attend, will drop to the end of the rotation system.


	10.1.3
Young Adult Advisory Delegate (YAAD) [to General Assembly]

10.1.3a     Young Adult Advisory Delegates must (per the Book of Order) be between the ages of 17 and 23 as of the date General Assembly convenes.
10.1.3b     The Nominating Committee shall be guided in nominating YAADs to GA by a rotation system based on the date of each church’s organization or the last date the church provided a YAAD to General Assembly, whichever is closest to the present.
10.1.3c     For election of the YAAD to General Assembly, the Stated Clerk shall keep a roll listing the organization date of each church in the Presbytery, the date each church provided a YAAD to General Assembly, and the name of the YAAD who attended General Assembly.
10.1.3d     The principal YAAD and the alternate YAAD are elected from different congregations.  Either may be from the same congregation as the elected Teaching or Ruling Elder Commissioners.  The church whose turn it is to nominate the YAAD will nominate a young adult as principal.  The alternate will be from the next congregation in rotation.  
10.1.3e     Other nominations are permitted from the floor.
10.1.3f     The church session, rather than the Presbytery Nominating Committee, will decide which young adult in a particular congregation is best qualified.  Names should be submitted to the Nominating Committee.
10.1.3g     Churches who do not present the name of a YAAD for election for two years, or whose YAAD did not attend, will drop to the end of the rotation system.
	10.3.Sec. 3 
General Assembly Young Adult Advisory Delegates

10.3.1     Young Adult Advisory Delegates to General Assembly are youth between the ages of 17 and 23 on the day that General Assembly convenes.  Delegates are ordinarily elected so as to attend when a ruling elder or teaching elder form his/her church is attending.  The church rotation system for delegates will be similar to that employed for ruling elder commissioners. . . . 
10.3.1     . . .The church session, rather than the Presbytery Nominating Committee, will decide which youth in active ministry from a particular congregation is best qualified.


	10.2.  
Commissioners to Synod
10.2.1      Teaching Elder
10.2.1a     The Nominating Committee shall be guided in nominating commissioners to Synod by consideration of who can best represent the Presbytery to the Synod by advocating for churches and congregations without regard to their particular congregation or area of service. 
10.2.1b     Each Teaching Elder shall be elected for a two year term with the possibility of one additional term, without possibility of re-election until at least one full term has elapsed.  
10.2.1c     The principal commissioner and the one alternate commissioner are elected from different congregations or areas of service, including Honorably Retired. 
10.2.1d     Other nominations are permitted from the floor.
10.2.1e    The Nominating Committee shall strive, over time, to nominate commissioners who are representative of the gender, ethnic and age diversity of the Presbytery.  
10.2.1f     The Teaching Elder shall have voice [on the] Presbytery Leadership Team if not already a member.
10.2.1g     The Synod teaching elder commissioner shall be elected at the Fall Stated Meeting and attend the Stated Presbytery Meeting
following the Synod he or she attended to present an oral report.  A report is required, and exceptions shall be cleared with the Presbytery Leadership Team.

	[Article X:  Commissioners to . . . and Synod]

10.1.1.      Teaching Elder

10.1.2.b     The [Nominating] Committee shall be guided in nominating commissioners to Synod by a rotation system based upon the date each teaching elder last attended Synod as a commissioner, or each teaching elder’s ordination date, whichever is closest to the present.
10.1.1.a     For election of the teaching elder commissioner to General Assembly or Synod, the Stated Clerk shall keep for the Nominations Committee of Presbytery, two rolls for teaching elders of Presbytery.  One roll . . . ; the other roll with dates of their ordination and their attendance as commissioner to Synod as a member of any Presbytery.
10.1.3.c     Other nominations are permitted from the floor.
10.1.9i     A teaching elder commissioner shall attend the Fall Stated Meeting of Presbytery for the election, and the Stated Fall Meeting following . . .the Synod he or she attended, and a report shall be given to the Presbytery.  Exceptions shall be cleared with the Presbytery Leadership Team prior to the meeting.
10.1.4.d     Teaching elders transferring from other denominations become eligible to join the rotation after they have taken training in Presbyterian polity.
10.1.6f     Those teaching elders eligible for the rotation system shall be active members of Presbytery for the past two years by the time they would attend General Assembly or Synod, and be regular in attendance at Presbytery meetings.  “Regular attendance” is defined as follows:  having attended 50% of the Stated meetings within the last two years of election and at least one stated meeting in the last year; shall be in attendance for both days of the stated meeting. Any absences must be excused.  The Presbytery Leadership Team has the authority to grant waivers.
10.1.7g     Synod and General Assembly commissioners shall be elected at the Fall Stated Meeting.  Commissioners to the Synod and General Assembly shall be living within the bounds of Presbytery at the time of the meetings to which they are elected.
10.1.8h     A teaching elder commissioner to the General Assembly or Synod who elects not to attend the year he or she is eligible will be eligible the following year.  He or she shall be placed at the end of the list if he or she then refused election or does not attend when elected.


	Ruling Elder [Commissioner to Synod]
10.2.2a     The Committee shall be guided in nominating Ruling Elder commissioners to Synod by consideration of who can best represent the Presbytery to the Synod by advocating for churches and congregations without regard to their particular congregation or area of service.  
10.2.2b     Each Ruling Elder shall be elected for a two year term with the possibility of one additional term, without possibility of re-election until at least one full term has elapsed. 
10.2.2c     The Stated Clerk shall maintain a roll of congregations who have supplied Ruling Elder Synod Commissioners to assist the Nominating Committee in its work.  

10.2.2d     The principal commissioner and the one alternate commissioner are elected from different congregations.  

10.2.2e     Other nominations are permitted from the floor.
10.2.2f     The Ruling Elder shall have voice at Presbytery Leadership Team [meetings] if not already a member.

10.2.2g     The Synod ruling elder commissioner shall be elected at the Fall Stated Meeting and attend the Stated Presbytery Meeting following the Synod he or she attended to present an oral report.  A report is required, and exceptions shall be cleared with the Presbytery Leadership Team.





	10.2. Sec. 2 Ruling Elder [to . . . and Synod]
10.2.2.b     . . . The [Nominating] Committee shall be guided in nominating commissioners to Synod by a rotation system based on the date of each church’s organization or the last date the church provided a commissioner to Synod, whichever is closest to the present.
10.2.1.a     For election of the ruling elder commissioner to . . . or Synod, the Stated Clerk shall keep two rolls of churches. . . .; the other roll listing the organization date of each church n the Presbytery, the date each church provided a commissioner to Synod, and the name of the commissioner who attended Synod.
10.2.3.c     The principal commissioner and the one alternate commissioner are elected from different congregations.  The church whose turn it is to nominate the ruling elder commissioner will nominate a ruling elder as principal.  The alternate will be from the next congregation in rotation.  Other nominations are permitted from the floor.

10.2.5.e.     The Synod ruling elder commissioner shall be elected at the Fall Stated Meeting.     A ruling elder nominating by his or her session as commissioner should attend the Stated Presbytery Meeting following the . . . Synod he or she attended, to present an oral report.  A report is required, and exceptions shall be cleared with the Presbytery Leadership Team prior to the meeting.

10.2.4.d     The church session, rather than the Presbytery Nominating Committee, will decide which ruling elder in active ministry in a particular congregation is best qualified.  Names should be submitted to the Nominating Committee along with a statement of the elder’s qualifications in writing.

10.2.6.f.     Churches who do not present the name of a ruling elder for election as commissioner for two years, or whose elected ruling elder did not attend, will drop to the end of the rotation system.



	
	10.3.2     Young Adult Advisory Delegates are not elected to Synod


	10.3     The Stated Clerk or the Presbytery Executive shall be responsible for the orientation of commissioners and the Advisory Delegate to General Assembly and commissioners to Synod, as to procedures and issues involved.
	10.4. Sec. 4.     The Stated Clerk and the Presbytery Executive shall be responsible for the orientation of commissioners and the Advisory Delegates to General Assembly and commissioners to Synod, as to procedures and issues involved.
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